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From the  Principal’s Desk…
Important Dates

It has been another busy and exciting period at
Clarinda Primary School, with our students enjoying
opportunities across sport, literacy and community
events. Thank you, as always, to our staff, families and
wider community for the support you continue to
provide our students.

Oakleigh District Athletics
Congratulations to all of our students who
represented Clarinda PS at the Oakleigh District
Athletics Day. We are extremely proud of the way our
students competed, supported one another and
represented our school throughout the day.
A special thank you to Ms Woon, Mr McMahon, Libby
and Michelle for supporting and encouraging our
students and ensuring the day was such a positive
experience.
You can read more about the day and our students’
achievements further in this newsletter.

Curriculum Days

School Council approved days are:

Monday 2  November (day before Melb. Cup
public holiday)

nd

Friday 18  December (last day of school year)th

Due to the impact of the AEU Industrial Action on
teaching and learning over this term, it has been
decided to move the Term 3 Curriculum Day to the
end of the year. 

Please note that school will finish on Thursday 17
December at 3:30pm. More details about assembly
and the end of year festivities will be made available
during term 4.

th

September

Thursday 3rd
Disco & Sleepover Grade 1 & 2

Fathers Day Stall

Saturday 5th
Clarinda PS Bunnings BBQ -
Oakleigh South

Wednesday 9th
Denim Day Grade 6 Fundraiser 
 

Friday 18th
Final Day of Term 3

October

Monday 5th
First Day of Term 4

Friday 16th
Chesterfield Farm Excursion -
Prep

November

Tuesday 17th
Whole School Production - 
“Roll the Dice”



From the  Principal’s Desk…
Book Week - What a Success!

What a fantastic celebration of reading and books we enjoyed during Book Week!
Our Book Week Parade was certainly a highlight, with an amazing range of characters,
costumes and creativity on display. More importantly, the week provided another
opportunity to celebrate the importance and enjoyment of reading across our school.
Thank you to all of our staff who contributed to the activities throughout the week and
to our families for getting behind the parade. We know that creating costumes can
sometimes become a family project, and we greatly appreciate the effort!

Cyber Safety – A Shared Responsibility

We would like to remind families about the importance of regularly discussing online
and cyber safety with their children.
Increasingly, we are dealing with issues at school that have originated through
students' online interactions outside of school hours. Group chats, messaging, online
gaming and social media interactions can quickly lead to disagreements or
inappropriate communication that then carries over into the school day.
When these matters arrive at school, they can affect friendships, student wellbeing
and, importantly, take significant time away from teaching and learning as staff work
to resolve issues that have occurred outside of school.
We ask parents and carers to be aware of the platforms and apps their children are
using, who they are communicating with and what is being shared. Setting clear
expectations around respectful online behaviour and regularly checking in with your
child can make a significant difference.
Our partnership between home and school is important in helping our students
understand that the same expectations of respect, responsibility and positive
behaviour apply online as they do face-to-face.

Bunnings BBQ - This Saturday

The Clarinda PS community will be firing up the BBQ at Bunnings Links Oakleigh this
Saturday, and we would love to see our families drop by, say hello and grab a
sausage.

Funds raised will continue to support the purchase of the new basketball towers as
part of our SRL Project, helping us further improve our outdoor facilities for students.
Every sausage sold gets us a little closer to our goal, so please spread the word and
encourage family and friends to come down and support Clarinda PS.

A huge thank you to our volunteers and PACC community for continuing to support
these fundraising opportunities.



Parent Opinion Survey

Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the
Department of Education and is seeking your feedback. The survey is designed to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate,
student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we
encourage and appreciate your participation.

Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement
and professional development needs in the school, to target school planning and
improvement strategies. The Parent / Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from
Monday 17th August to Friday 18th September 2026.

Victorian Principal Association (VPA) Conference

Ms Backhouse and I attend the VPA Conference last week with a theme of Leading
with Connection and Purpose. Particular highlights were:
Luke Darcy - Empowering Leadership: Creating a Collaborative Culture
Drawing from his extensive experience in elite sports and media, Luke Darcy explores
the essence of empowering leadership. He shares insights into fostering a culture
where collaboration thrives, informed by his work with Aleda Collective, which brings
together leaders from various sectors to enhance leadership, management, and
wellbeing globally.

Key Takeaways:
Strategies to cultivate an environment that promotes collaboration and shared
success.
Understanding the impact of empowering leadership on team performance and
morale.

Paul Watkins - Antifragile

How to move beyond Resilience towards Antifragility. From Survive to Thrive
Motivation is a feeling but Discipline is a skill. And skills can be taught. Expect to learn
how develop a bias for action, the power of curiosity, why you shouldn't avoid regret
and how to use failure to grow. Delve into why luck is something you can influence
and how to build both discipline and confidence across the spectrum of your entire
life. Set against the backdrop of an epic 2023 500km winter ultra across the
Laplandian Arctic, this keynote will get you off the motivational merry go round and
help you become a generator of powerful and consistent performance.

From the  Principal’s Desk…



From the Principal’s Desk…
Justin Coulson - Why People Do What They Do

Management requires an understanding of how people work—for empathy,
efficiency, and effectiveness. But people are complex. 

 An array of tools exists to help compartmentalise people into INTJs or Ds or some
other personality profile. But none of them really get to the core of why people do
what they do or how we can work best with others, maintaining both motivation and
wellbeing.

 As captivating and diverse as human behaviour may appear—and as fun as all
those personality surveys might be—the driving forces behind why people do what
they do are surprisingly straightforward. Whether you work with children or adults,
understanding these basic psychological needs is essential for creating a supportive
and productive environment.

See you around the school.

Robbie Mallett
Principal



SPORTS NEWS…….. 

District Athletics

Last Monday, Clarinda had 59 students represent the school at the District Athletics
Carnival, competing against 7 other schools in the District. The students had been training
weekly for a number of weeks leading up to the event, showing great determination and
commitment to achieve their best. We are super proud of each and every one of these
students, especially those who were competing in their very first interschool athletics
event! A number of students came in the top 4, which is an incredible achievement. 

Big thank you to Mr McMahon, Libby and Michelle who came along on the day to assist the
students and also help out running the events!!



Congratulations to the following students who came in the top 4 of their event:

Arman  1st 12/13B Discus & 3rd 12/13B 100m
Blair   3rd 12/13B Discus 
Katerina 1st 12/13G Discus & 2nd 12/13G Triple Jump
Dean  3rd 11B Discus 
Aden  1st 12/13B Shot Put
Tanaaz 3rd 12/13G Shot Put
Leni   4th 11G Shot Put
Reyansh 4th 10B Shot Put & 3rd 10B Hurdles
Harry  2nd 11B Long Jump & 2nd 11B Triple Jump
Kosta  4th 11B Long Jump & 2nd 11B Hurdles
Efsevia  1st 11G Long Jump & 1st 11G Triple Jump
Athena 1st 10G Long Jump
Leon  1st 12/13B Triple Jump & 1st 12/13B Hurdles
Declan 3rd 11B Triple Jump & 4th 11B 1500m
Veer  4th 10B Triple Jump
Amelia 1st 12/13G 800m & 3rd 12/13G 1500m
Ava  3rd 12/13G 800m & 2nd 12/13G 1500m
Mirabelle 4th 11G 800m & 2nd 11G 1500m
Boys 11 Relay Team 2nd Place (Harry, Kosta, Declan & Oliver)

All students who came 1st or 2nd in their event will now move on to compete at the
Monash Waverley Division Athletics Championships to be held on Wednesday 7th
October.

Whilst it was a big day of competition, I would like to mention a couple of shout outs to
students whose outstanding behaviour did not go unnoticed……..

Dilan 5/6N - shaking hands with opponents and congratulating those who had beat
him in his event

Arman 5/6D - went out of his way to congratulate the winners (students from another
school) of his relay race

Isaac 3/4E - after finishing his event, spent most of the day on the fenceline cheering
on all the other students, across all year levels

Harry 5/6D - was incredibly excited after his team came 2nd in the Relay and was
getting a lot of congratulations from peers and adults but made sure to mention that
“the whole team did amazing!”

Ava 5/6D - was nervous at the beginning of the relay but turned to both opponents on
either side of her to shake hands and wish them luck

Congratulations Team Clarinda!
Mrs Woon







Prep B
Emily
Arjuna

For being an excellent role model this week.
Always doing the right thing on the mat and at his table. Keep it up!

Prep W
Alex
Ellery
Noah

For trying his best during writing time.
For her effort demonstrated in publishing a Fantasy book.
For moving to the floor each morning promptly ready for learning.

Prep Y Rehansa
Kavish

For being a reliable and responsible member of the class.
For making a great start at Clarinda Primary.

1/2 M
Alexis
Evan
Tyson

For being a wonderful member of Clarinda Primary school and caring for our school environment.
For excellent participation in his Close Reading group and sharing insightful thoughts.
For working so hard on his maths and achieving level 9 on CCs.

1/2 P
Thiago
Ridhi
Ellie

For pursuing his best in our Maths activities.
For pursuing her best in our Maths activities.
For her detailed Fantasy story.

1/2 T Yu Zhe For working hard on his CC’s and learning his Times Tables.

1/2 W
Arya
Tina

For confidently raising her hand to answer questions in class.
For working well and trying your best in your maths.

3/4 A
Phenix

Zhara

For demonstrating a positive attitude towards learning and quietly giving his best effort each
day.

For showing persistence and resilience when faced with challenges and continuing to have a go. 

3/4 D
Riansh
Jake 

For his hard work and dedication in maths this week. Well done!
For his fantastic behaviour and positive attitude in class this week. Well done!

3/4 E Jaide For her thoughtful and interesting contributions to our class discussions

3/4 M
San

Idhaya

For being a motivated and independent learner who consistently stays focused, completes his
work to a high standard and takes pride in his learning.

For consistently demonstrating our school values and publishing a wonderful diamante poem
about special holidays. Well done Idhaya!

5/6 A Kai For his thoughtful contributions during our Wellbeing lessons.

5/6 D Aria For working hard in writing by asking for feedback to create an engaging Rap.

5/6 N
Bella

Dean

For building confidence in her automatic recall of multiplication and division facts, and for
reaching Level 19 in Clarinda Calculators.
For challenging himself in Math Booster Groups and showing growth in our fractions unit. Well
Done Dean!

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
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