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Industrial Action Update

With negotiations continuing between unions
and the Victorian Government regarding the
next Victorian Government Schools Agreement
(VGSA), there has been positive progress on key
workforce issues. At this stage, planned action
for the 21  May is still scheduled.st

As a member of the Australian Principals
Federation (APF), we support the teachers and
ES at CPS who are now represented by the
Australian Education Union (AEU). A central
focus of industrial negotiations with the
Victorian government is the growing workload
of teachers and the need for sustainable
conditions that will attract and retain staff in the
profession.

Like many schools across Victoria, schools
continue to face increasing pressures including
workforce shortages, rising workloads, and the
growing complexity of supporting student
learning and wellbeing. We acknowledge the
incredible work of our teaching staff, who
consistently go above and beyond to support
every student through high-quality teaching,
wellbeing support, communication with
families, and extracurricular opportunities.

We thank our supportive School Council and
parent community as we continue to work
together to achieve the best outcomes for our
students while also supporting staff wellbeing.
We are incredibly proud of the dedication and
commitment shown by the Clarinda Primary
School team each and every day.

From the  Principal’s Desk…
Important Dates

May

Thursday 14th
Teeth on Wheels (dental van) visit

Friday 15th
Grade 5/6 - Interschool Sport @ CPS

Tuesday 19th 
CPS Showcase Night 5:30pm - 7pm

Wednesday 20th
Consent for Whole School Swimming on
Compass - Final Day

Friday 22nd
Prep - Fire Education Incursion
Grade 3/4 - STEM Incursion - Visit 1
Grade 5/6 - InterSchool Sport @ CPS

Tuesday 26th 
Curriculum Day - No school for students
Camp Australia (OSHC) available

Friday 29th
Prep - Fire Education Incursion - Visit 2
Grade 5/6 - Interschool Sport @ 
Amsleigh Park

June

Monday 8th
Kings Birthday 
Public Holiday - No school for students

Friday 12th
Grade 5/6 - Interschool Sports

Friday 19th
School Disco 

Tuesday 23rd
Parent Teacher Interviews - 2pm - 6:30pm

Friday 26th
Last Day of Term 2 - 2:30pm finish.



Curriculum Contributions

Thank you to all the families who have paid the 2026 Curriculum Contributions. Your
support is greatly appreciated. 

It is our ongoing aim to provide the highest standards of education to all Clarinda PS
students. An important component of a quality education is making sure that we
provide a high standard of resources and learning materials. We believe that our
students deserve this, and we know that it makes a difference in the outcomes that
they achieve. 

To achieve the highest standards of teaching and learning our teachers and support
staff need quality resources and materials, and we need the support of our school
community to achieve this. Whilst we do get some funding from the Department of
Education most of it is used to pay for our utilities – electricity/gas/water, relief
teaching, plumbing, electrical work, photocopying, furniture, first aid equipment,
cleaning consumables, rubbish removal and professional development. This leaves
only a small amount to support learning in the standard curriculum. 

To provide the high standard we believe our students deserve we ask our parents for
a moderate parental contribution (previously known as school fees). Let me reassure
you that parental contributions are spent on student learning and curriculum
resources & materials. The Department of Education has a strict rule that we must
call them voluntary financial contributions, but we simply cannot fund the items we
want for our students without your help. 
Here are some of the enhancements made possible through the generous support of
families in 2026. Just think what would be possible if we had more resources to use. 

Stationary resources
$10 000 worth of Decodable Readers to support Phonics and Reading
$30 000 leasing program for laptops and iPads across the school for students 
Enrich the specialist program with equipment for STEM, PE, Greek, Art and Music

Reminder: Professional Practice Day- Student Free (OSHC options available)

Camp Australia currently has bookings ‘open’ for a full day of care during our
upcoming Curriculum Day on Tuesday 26  May. Any parents who are intending to
use this service are urged to BOOK NOW to avoid the program being cancelled.
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From the  Principal’s Desk…



CSEF

All families that hold a valid health care card can apply for the CSEF. 

Camps/Sports/Excursion/Funds can be used towards any camp or excursion. It
cannot be used for curriculum contributions. If the card was valid on either the
first day of term 1 or term 2, each child listed on the card is eligible to receive
$400 for the year. Applications are due by the end of term 2. Those who have
already applied, your funds should have already been received by our school.

Please don’t hesitate to email the school or come to our main office if you have
any questions regarding the above. If you believe you are eligible, please visit
the office to pick up an application form

Education Support Staff Appreciation Day

Our staff celebrated Education Support Day today. We encourage the CPS
community to join in and acknowledge the wonderful work our ES staff do in the
classroom and administration. Thank you so much to Jan, Rachael, Ria,
Joanna, Libby, Michelle, Hema, Carol, Ann, Surabhi, Joanna, Chelsea, Mia,
Gab, Lynn and Shannen for keeping our school running and by supporting our
students to learn, our teachers to teach and engaging our community in our
influencing school. Your efforts are very much appreciated!

Education Support staff have a range of roles and responsibilities across the
school that should be acknowledged and appreciated.
These include:

Daily classroom and targeted supports in the classroom for individuals and
groups of students
Managing lost property, donated foods, sickbay
Maintaining the running of the office and managing all school business
transactions
Supporting families with state school relief
Training and overseeing anaphylaxis needs for students & staff
Facilities and grounds maintenance
Resource Smart Schools program facilitation and garden club supports
Supporting and running community events, such as the Bookfair, and so
much more! 

We literally could not run the school without them! Please be sure to say a big
‘Thank you’ to our ES staff this week, for all that they do for our students and our
school.

From the  Principal’s Desk…



Parent and Community Club (PACC)

A very big thank you to Shaun and all of the supporters and helpers in our PACC co-
ordinating, planning and facilitating the Mother’s Day Stall last Thursday. We are very
grateful for all the work the PACC has put in towards making the Stall a big success
and giving the children an opportunity to buy a gift for their mums. Thanks also to all
the other wonderful parent helpers on the day or at set up on Wednesday.

The next major event for the PACC will be the Whole School Disco on the Friday 19
June. More details to come…
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CPS Showcase Night – Tuesday 19  Mayth

Clarinda PS students and staff would like to welcome all members and friends of our
community to visit on Tuesday 19  May. From 5:30pm-7pm, we will Showcase our
school. Every classroom will be set up with student work and activities that show
what we can do at CPS.

th

Refreshments and a BBQ will be available from 5:30pm.

Kiss and Go Zone Process

1. Stay in sequence
Drop off or pick up your child close to the top of the zone, 
as far forward as possible. This allows vehicles following 
you to enter the zone in an orderly manner.
 
2. Curbside Entry and Exit
ALL children must enter and exit a vehicle from the curbside under no circumstances
should this be from the driver’s side!
 
3. Driver duty of care
Observe traffic when entering or leaving the zone. Use your indicator to advise when
moving into or out of the zone.
 
4. Strictly No U-turns
Do not do U-turn in busy school zones. They are dangerous and put children at risk.

From the  Principal’s Desk…

See you around the school
Robbie Mallett



Teaching speaking and listening skills are crucial for our children to be able to
interact in their everyday lives. 

Daily conversations with children are vital for developing language skills,
building emotional intelligence, strengthening trust, and boosting academic
performance. These interactions increase vocabulary, model social interaction,
and foster empathy. Consistent engagement enhances brain connectivity and
provides security. 

Key benefits of daily communication with children include:

Brain Development & Language Skills: Talking with children, including
singing and active listening, helps them learn vocabulary and understand
language structures.
Emotional Intelligence & Self-Confidence: Discussing feelings helps
children manage emotions, resolve conflicts, and develop empathy.
Relationship Building & Trust: Regular, focused communication builds a
strong bond and sense of security.
Academic Success: Early language skills, fostered through conversation,
directly correlate to better literacy and future academic achievement.
Social Skills: Children learn conversational turn-taking, nonverbal cues, and
social interaction rules, aiding their ability to make friends.

Following on from our last newsletter, we continue to highlight our amazing
Allied Health  staff members. We are very lucky to have Amy our School Speech
Pathologist with us each week. 

From the Assistant Principal’s Desk…



From the Assistant Principal’s Desk…

While I’m mostly working with the preps, I also get to work with some of our
fantastic older students, conducting assessments to make sure they get the
exact support and funding they need to thrive in the classroom. When I’m not
at school, you can usually find me out on a long walk with my dog, or exploring
the local area to find the most delicious new eats! I absolutely love being part
of the Clarinda team and I can't wait to meet more of you around the school!

Warm Regards,
Dearnne Backhouse

Acting Assistant Principal

Hello everyone! 

I’m Amy Ouyang and I am the speech
pathologist at Clarinda every Thursday. Most of
my day is spent hanging out with our wonderful
preps. 

We run fun, interactive small groups to help our
youngest learners build strong foundations in
their reading, communication, and social skills. It
has been a pleasure working with the students
and staff, and watching our students'
communication soar!



What Matters? – Celebrating Our Young Writers
This semester, a group of selected Year 5/6 students have been taking part in a
Writing Masterclass with Mrs Borland as they prepare entries for the What
Matters? Writing Competition, run by the Whitlam Institute.

Students were chosen based on their writing data, as well as their passion,
creativity, and enthusiasm for expressing their ideas. Throughout the
masterclass, they have been exploring the powerful theme of “What matters to
me”, crafting thoughtful and impactful pieces that reflect their voices, values,
and perspectives on the world.

We are incredibly proud of the way these students have embraced the
opportunity, showing courage, depth of thinking, and a strong commitment to
refining their writing.

To celebrate their work, we will be sharing one student piece each fortnight in
our newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading and celebrating the voices of our
talented young writers.

First up we have Ioanna's piece  -

 'Lorelai's Story'

On July 22nd 1983, a baby girl's story begins.
Lorelai.
People surrounding the just born baby,
everyone awes at the sight of her.

Three years later, Lorelai’s first day at kindergarten.
With pigtails in her hair, and the biggest smile on her face, she trots into the
classroom.
She sits down on the fluffy white carpet,
suddenly the teacher approaches.
Crouching down next to Lorelai.
“Lorelai, what matters to you?” she asks.
Lorelai’s face shrinks, as she gets lost in thought.
“Unicorns! And rainbows! …And cake, I love cake!!!”
The teacher lets out a little laugh.



Seven years later.

I walk into the school,
exhaustion weighing down my body.
With my parents splitting up, and moving houses I feel nothing but sadness.
“Hi, Lorelai. First day of Year 4!” My best friend exclaims.
I paste a smile through my pain, and respond with “I’m excited!”
My fatigue was eating me bit by bit,
as if waiting for me to collapse.
My teacher walks up to me and asks a familiar question.
“Lorelai, what matters to you?”
I freeze, searching my brain. 
Trying to find an answer.
But…I can’t.
It's as if nothing does matter to me.
“Lorelai?” She says.
“I uhm.” I pause, “I don't really know..” My voice quietens, turning to a whisper.
I shiver not that it’s cold, but that this pain is too much.

October 21st 1999, I find the love of my life.
He's like the key to my heart,
fixing all the pieces that have been shattered.
With just his smile and his laugh,
my day lightens up.
It’s like I was never broken in pieces,
Instead it’s like he’s carefully put me back together again. 
As long as he's here I won't have to feel that pain ever again.
Lovelovelovelovelove.
That is all I feel now.

The next day at school the teacher wanders over to me,
“Lorelai, what matters to you?”
“My boyfriend. He is my world!” 
I smile at the thought of him.
The teacher shakes her head,
“never get too attached to anyone unless they feel the same towards you,
because one-sided expectations can mentally destroy you.”
I just nod, but of course he feels the same way towards me!
He would never leave me.
I keep thinking about what the teacher said over and over again,
What if she's right?
I shake myself out of those thoughts.
She is wrong.



July 22nd 2000, 
My 17th Birthday.
I skip down the school halls, with the biggest smile on my face.
I come across one of the empty classrooms,
and I see Alex.
Kissing another girl..
I stand there for what feels like hours trying to process what I'm seeing.
Until they stop,
“Lorelai,” Alex calls out.
I slowly back away, shaking my head. 
Tears at the urge of dropping. 
I start to run as tears drop from my eyes,
how could he do this to me?
Hatehatehatehatehate.
That is all I feel now.

At home.
Tears fall from my eyes,
one after the other,
I sob into my pillow, trying to find out why.
I hate him.
But in reality I know that isn't true,
I miss him.
I miss the way he would hold me in his arms as I cried.
I miss the way he would brighten up my day with just his smile.

Now that I've graduated high school,
I realise that pain doesn't last forever.
There will always be things in the way, challenges to overcome.
But what matters is that I keep pushing.
That is what matters to me.

- Ioanna C

Elley Borland
Learning Specialist - Assessment & Data



Clarinda Primary School will be offering a fully subsidized 3-day Water Safety Program for all students in
Term 3. The school will subsidise the tuition/instruction fees & transport costs for every child and every
session.
 
Program Dates:
Wednesday 15th July - Finishes Friday 17th July
 
Parent Action Items:

Complete the Monash Questionnaire (paper copy sent home) regarding your child’s swimming
experience and return the form to school by Wednesday 20th May.
Consent on Compass by Wednesday 20th May.
All students attending the program in 2026 will be supplied with a free blue swimming cap with the
Clarinda Primary School logo. These caps will be distributed by class teachers on Monday 13th July.
As attendance numbers need to be reported to the pool and the bus company, late enrolments are
unable to be accepted.

 
Parent help at the Pool
Due to Child Safety Standards, only Prep parents will be permitted to assist with drying and changing their  
own child after the session. Parents of students in other year levels can attend as spectators but must not
enter the change areas.
 
Prep parents assisting their student in the change rooms must hold a current Working with Children Check.
Please present your card to the school office prior to the program commencing and ensure you carry it with
you while attending the swimming program.
 
Every day during the program your child will need to bring to school their swimming clothes in a named
waterproof bag along with a towel, blue swimming cap, thongs and swimming goggles. Please spend some
time with your child prior to the swimming days, practicing how to pack their swimming bag.

Office News - Water Safety Program

Our Lost Property bench seat is currently overflowing with unclaimed items. If your child is
missing any school uniform, please take a moment to check the lost property area. 
Any uncollected items may be donated at the end of term.

Lost Property



Prep B
Adela
Harper

For working hard to use her letter sounds in her writing!
For using her reading strategies during independent reading time!

Prep W
Alex
Croía

For his participation and enthusiasm during maths.
For trying her best during learning tasks.

Prep Y
Lazuli
Emilia

For being a great listener and kind and helpful to others.
For being kind and caring towards others.

1/2 M

Aliana
Evan
Tyson
Emilia

For writing such interesting pieces throughout our Multi Genre Unit.
For being such a kind and respectful member of our class.
For working so hard in all areas of learning this week. Well done!
For demonstrating her personal best in Maths this week. Keep it up!

1/2 P Ava For pursuing her personal best in Reading, Writing and Maths.

1/2 T
Alexia
Lucas

For always working hard and being such a polite and respectful class member.
For demonstrating his personal best in Maths this week and always being up for a
challenge!

3/4 A
Marcus M
Mario L

For giving his best effort with short division questions.
For achieving 220/220 on Level 26 of Clarinda Calculators. Amazing effort, well done!

3/4 D Veer For passing level 26 in Clarinda Calculators. Well done!

3/4 E
Benji

Mason

For working hard in class and making sure that he always challenges himself.
For consistently demonstrating strong leadership in the classroom and always striving to
achieve his best in all areas of learning.

3/4 M ALL OF 3/4M
For being responsible, respectful and representing our school with pride at our Melbourne
Museum excursion and House Athletics Day.

5/6 A
Nicholas K

Louis G

For consistently displaying our school values of Respect and Care through the kindness
and consideration you show towards others.

For taking initiative with his learning and always seeking clarification when uncertain.

5/6 D
Zoey
Aidan

For asking for feedback on her writing to improve it and make it more engaging for her
audience.
For persevering at Athletics Day and completing all events with a smile on his face!

5/6 N
Dilan
Ebba

For demonstrating leadership qualities and setting a fantastic example for others through
your actions and behaviour each day.
For your consistent effort and positive spirit.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
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