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February

Tuesday 17th
School Council Meeting - 6pm

Thursday 19th
District Swimming (select students only) - 6am 
Oakleigh Swimming Pool

Friday 20th
Captains Badge Presentation - 9:10am in Hall

Monday 23rd
Preps start 5 days a week!

Monday 23rd to Wednesday 25th
Year 5/6 School Camp - The Summit

March

Tuesday 3rd
Getting to know you parent/teacher interviews
2pm - 6:30pm

Wednesday 4th
Division Swimming (select students only) 

Monday 9th
Labour Day Public Holiday - No Students

Tuesday 10th
Curiculum Day - No students

Tuesday 31st
School Photos

April

Wednesday 1st
Harmony Night

Last Day of Term 1  - Thursday 2nd of April
First Day of Term 2 - Monday 20th of May

Partnership

We are looking forward to a productive
partnership with you to ensure all students can
achieve their highest potential. We recognise
that in order to be successful in school, our
students need support from both the home and
school. A strong partnership with you will make
a great difference in your child’s education. As
partners, we share the responsibility for our
student’s success and want you to know that
we will do our very best to carry out our
responsibilities.
 
Assistant Principal Dearnne Backhouse is
available and likewise my Principal door is
always open, as we want to hear about issues
of a student nature – with our number one
priority the care of all students at Clarinda
Primary School.

The class teacher is the first point of contact
should you have anything you need to discuss
relating to your child’s schooling. Teachers are
available for informal meetings before school at
8:50am, but if you feel you need more than a
few minutes (as instruction begins promptly at
9am) you can make an appointment for a
mutually convenient time either before school
or after school via ClassDoJo or calling the
office.

From the  Principal’s Desk…
Important Dates



Parental support of the teachers and the school’s programs is also vital and
includes displaying a positive attitude towards your child’s learning. We
encourage you to take the opportunity to introduce yourself to your child’s
teacher particularly during the formal Parent Teacher interviews.

At CPS we use the Compass parent portal as a key communication tool,
providing access to student academic progress, attendance, key dates, reports,
parent/teacher meeting bookings, and newsletters. With all school
communications made through Compass, please consider this app for Apple
users. 

Getting to Know You Meetings – Tuesday 3  Marchrd

Notices will be sent home shortly about our Getting to Know You meetings.
Parents of all students are invited to book a time convenient to them. 
Bookings can be made via our Compass online system. 
Due to the success of our WebEx interviews, we have the option of either
choosing to attend the interview in person or ‘online’ via WebEx.
The purpose of these interviews is twofold. Parents and guardians are
encouraged to attend to:

Meet their child’s teacher to begin an effective home/school partnership.
Provide information to teachers regarding their child’s strengths, talents,
issues or concerns.

Information shared by parents to teachers will assist us to plan for and work as
effectively as possible with you and your child throughout the year. 
Interviews will be 10 minutes in length.

.

From the  Principal’s Desk…

Parents are reminded that there is a Labour Day
holiday on Monday 9th March and a Curriculum
Day on Tuesday 10th March.

https://maps-vic.compass.education/


From the  Principal’s Desk…
NAPLAN

 You child will be participating in NAPLAN from Wednesday 11  March to Thursday
19  March (Test Window).

th

th

 
The schedule for Gr 3 students will be:

Wednesday 11  March – Writingth

Thursday 12  March – Readingth

Friday 13  March – Language Conventionsth

Monday 16  March – Numeracyth

 
The schedule for Gr 5 students will be:

Wednesday 11  March – Writingth

Thursday 12  March – Readingth

Monday 16  March – Language Conventionsth

Tuesday 17  March – Numeracyth

 
Catch-up days are scheduled for:

Wednesday 18  Marchth

Thursday 29  Marchth

 
If you would like to discuss your child’s participation (exemption or withdrawal),
please contact their teacher asap.

Thumbs Up:

Parent Payments: Parent payments help the school to operate effectively. On
behalf of our School Council, I wish to thank the families who have recently
assisted the school through attending to School Contributions Payments for
2026, with some families chipping away at payment plans and online
payments. Our school maintains outstanding resources and the breadth of
programs that we run is way above a basic standard curriculum in a public
school. Thank you to all families who continue to support our school in some
little (and often big) ways here and there. The students, and staff cherish the
opportunities presented to them.
Uniform: Thank you to our school parents for your work in making sure that
the transition back to school has been so positive after a long summer
break. This includes ensuring all students are wearing a clearly labelled
school uniform. CPS has a wonderful looking uniform, which our students
wear with pride and esteem. An essential part of the uniform until the end of
April is a school uniform brimmed hat (with students who do not have a hat
during recess and lunch breaks required to sit under the shade sail outside
the Greek classrooms.



From the  Principal’s Desk…

Good Habits: Further to the above, we appreciate the role of parents in
supporting their children with great habits: along with uniforms, organising
brainfood and healthy lunch-boxes, and getting your children to school on
time. Punctuality is an important life skill and a great habit to form early in life.
A reminder again that school officially starts at 9:00am and students are
expected to be in class at this time ready for the attendance role to be taken.
Teachers are on duty each day from 8:50am. After the roll has been marked,
students who arrive late after 9:00am must sign in at the office so they are
legally accounted for on the grounds.

Why moving beyond “How was your day?” is important

When we ask “How was your day?”, the most common response is “good”, “fine”,
or “okay.” While polite, these answers rarely tell us anything meaningful.
Below is a list of 50 Alternative ways that help encourage reflection, connection,
exploration and promote growth.

See you around the school
Robbie Mallett

Office Reminder
 A photo consent form was sent home with your child recently, we would appreciate these
returned by this Friday 20th February. Please note that not returning your form may stop us
from being able to share photos of your child in our school newsletter or in classroom posts
via dojo. 

I have also attached the Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund Application Form & eligibility to
this newsletter.  

If you require either form, please visit us in the front office.

Lost Property
Just a friendly reminder: our Lost Property area is located opposite the front office on the
grey bench seat.

We kindly ask that you check your child’s uniform and belongings when they come home,
as we’ve already had a few hats go missing. 

Your support in helping us keep items in the right hands is greatly appreciated!



50 Alternative Ways to Ask – 
How was your day?



During the first two weeks of school, students participated in a collaborative project
to celebrate World Greek Language Day, held on 9th February. Students from Grade 1
to Grade 6 shared their knowledge and understanding of Greece, its language,
traditions, and culture through creative classroom activities.

Their work was displayed on ancient style pillars, which were arranged to form a
representation of the Parthenon. Foundation students contributed by creating a frieze
of the Parthenon, a broad horizontal band of decorative artwork inspired by the
original monument.

The images below showcases the final product of the students’ collaborative efforts.

The completed display is proudly exhibited in the foyer 
of the main building.

GREEK LANGUAGE 



Prep B
Vera
Leni

Working hard and following all the rules in Prep B.
For being a wonderful listener and trying hard things!

Prep W
Violet
Braxton

For being a positive role model by working diligently.
For always trying his best!

Prep Y
Iliana
Harvey
Laylah

For being an excellent line leader.
For being a great listener and following instructions.
For excellent listening and focus in class.

1/2 T Jonathan
For being a hard working and positive community member in our classroom - kind, caring
and helpful.

3/4 A
Ciara
Airi

For being a caring and responsible role model in our classroom!
For consistently completing work on time, staying focused during learning, and showing
kindness by always helping others.

3/4 D
Abigail
Kalotina

For her amazing help in the classroom this week. Well done!
For her amazing effort and enthusiasm in learning about place value. Well done!

3/4 E
Ariella
Clark

For consistently trying her best in all subjects and sharing her ideas with the class.
For working hard to settle into our class routines.

3/4 M
Nivya
Idhaya

For being a kind and respectful member of our classroom.
For being a conscientious and proactive learner who always tries their best.

5/6 N
Patrick
Ioanna

For being a great help with not only his own buddy but all Prep students.
For being a polite and helpful classmate to everyone in 5/6N.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK



environment 

I consent to the use of images of my child within the school community 

Name of student:
Name of parent/carer:

Signature:
Date: 

I consent to the use of images of my child beyond the school 
community/publicly, i.e. the school’s website and social media accounts 

Consent Form 

Photographing, Filming and Recording Students 
at Clarinda Primary School 

Your consent 
I have read this form and I consent to Clarinda Primary School collecting photos, video
or recordings of my child during their time at the school, and using these photos, video
or recordings in the following ways. 

Indicate your consent for the three options by using the tick boxes. 

If you do not return this form to the school, we will assume that you do not
consent to the optional uses as described above. 

☐ I consent to the use of images of my child within the physical school 

Further information about how Clarinda Primary School collects and uses photos, video
and recordings of students is available in our Photographing, Filming and Recording
Students Policy including use of images that do not require consent, e.g. to fulfill legal
obligations or for identification purposes. 

☐

☐ 
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