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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term 1 ~ 2024 
Tuesday 29 January to  
Thursday 28 March 

February 
Friday 9 

8:25am 
Breakfast club to resume 

 
Tuesday 13 

9:10am 
Parent & Community Club 

 
Wednesday 14 

- After School Greek to 
   resume 
- Book Club Orders Due 

Friday 16 9:00am — 12:30pm 
Stepping up Session 1 

Monday 19 Prep—Start of first full 
week 

Wednesday 21 
- Friday 23 

Year 5/6 Camp 

Tuesday 27 Getting to know you  
Meetings  
 

March 
Friday 22 

 
School Photo Day 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Communications 
Communications will predominantly flow through 
Compass as the first port of call, so I encourage 
families to make sure they have this app. Families 
will be set up with Classroom Dojo for any other 
communication between home and with the  
teacher. 
 
The school has an official Facebook page that is 
used to celebrate events and promote the school. 
Please visit us at  
https://www.facebook.com/clarindaprimaryschool/ 
 
 
Getting to Know You Meetings –  
Tuesday 27 February 
Notices will be sent home shortly about our  
Getting to Know You meetings which will be held 
over the week. Parents of all students are invited 
to book a time convenient to them. Bookings can 
be made via our Compass online system. Due to the 
success of our WebEx interviews, we have the  
option of either choosing to attend the interview 
in person or ‘online’ via WebEx. 
The purpose of these interviews is twofold.  
Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend 
to:  
 Meet their child’s teacher to begin an  
 effective home/school partnership. 
 Provide information to teachers regarding 

their child’s strengths, talents, issues or  
 concerns. 
Information shared by parents to teachers will 
assist us to plan for and work as effectively as 
possible with you and your child throughout the 
year. Interviews will be 10 minutes in length. 
 
 
2024 Parent Payments Reminder 
Parent payments help the school to operate  
effectively. CPS provides a significant range of 
programs that cannot be delivered without the  
optional support of families. We would like to 
thank the parents that have already made these 
payments. 

 
 

 
 
 
 Monday 11 March— 
 Labour Day Public Holiday 
 Student Free Day 
 Wednesday 20 March—  
 Harmony Night School Celebration 
 Thursday 28 March - 
 Last Day of Term 1!  
 Finish at 2:30pm 

https://www.facebook.com/clarindaprimaryschool/


 
 

   

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  continued from previous page 
 
School Council Elections 
Information regarding the 2024 School Council election process has been sent to families via 
Compass. I would encourage any interested parent to contact me for more information. School 
council is an extremely vital part of the school, and it is from council that we take our direction. 
Council approves external contracts, provides advice and consent on a range of areas and  
oversees school finance. Please look out for this if you think you may be interested in nominating 
or being nominated. Information includes a timeline and summary of the role of School Council. 
 
2025 Enrolments 
For 2025 Foundation (prep) enrolments, a new process is being rolled out across the state.  
Existing CPS families will have priority, but it would be extremely helpful if current families 
could enrol as early as possible next term, so that we can identify how many places will be  
available for new families. Given the nature of the new process, we would be very happy if  
families could simply call the office in the meantime and advise us if you have a child that will be 
commencing in 2025. 
 
As per previous years, we will be prioritising sibling claims and new enrolments from inside our 
Designated Neighbourhood Area. Once we have done this, we will look to provide clarity for 
those enrolling from outside of our area, as per the Department’s guidelines (see below). 
 
Priority Order of Placement 
In circumstances when a school may not be able to accept all applications due to existing or  
future capacity concerns, schools must manage enrolment applications in accordance with the 
following priority order of placement: 
1. students for whom the school is the Designated Neighbourhood School. 
2. students with a sibling at the same permanent address who are attending the school at the 
same time. 
3. where the Regional Director has restricted the enrolment, students who reside nearest the 
school. 
4. students seeking enrolment on specific curriculum grounds. 
all other students in order of closeness of their home to the school. 
 
Gate Opening and Closing Times 
As in previous years, students should be arriving at 8:40am to be ready in line at 8:50am so that 
they can enter their classroom and be ready for learning/instruction at 9am. 
Gates will be unlocked by 8:40am each morning. The reason behind this is in order to maintain 
student safety. Staff are not on duty until 8:40am and students who enter the schools’ grounds 
prior to this are unsupervised and at risk.  
 
In previous years we saw a growing number of students entering the grounds as early as 8am 
without adult supervision. For families where both parents work and therefore need to drop off 
their children prior to 8:40am, the school provides an Out of School Hours Care program that 
runs from 6:45am to 8:40am. 
 
The front gate will always remain open during the day for access to the office and as a late  
entry and early exit point, whilst side gates will be shut. All students arriving after 9am must 
sign in at the office. 
 
Parents are welcome on site at any time. We only ask that parents remain out of the classrooms 
prior to school starting as staff prepare for the day ahead. It is also important for students to 
build their resilience and part of this is entering the rooms on their own (with the exception of 
preps in the first week or so). 



 
 

   

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  continued from previous page 
 
 
School Community Garden 
Have you seen the garden? It is thriving… 
Our School Community garden started last year and it been delivering over the summer. I would 
like to acknowledge the contribution of Chris over the mild summer. He has been well supported 
by Shaun in establishing the garden. Produce from the garden will be offered to our school  
community at Gate 2. All for free during Term 1. 
 
Chris gardens every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:50am. Anyone is welcome to assist in 
the garden. If you require more information, please contact Chris on 0490504631. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Parents are reminded that there is a Labour Day holiday on Monday 11th March. There will be no 
school on this day. 
 
Working with Children Checks (WWC) 
We encourage and value parental and community support at CPS. There are many ways that  
parents, grandparents and friends can assist at our school. We encourage all parents to obtain a 
Working with Children’s Check that will allow you to be very involved in your child’s education. 
These checks are free for volunteers. Once you have your WWC please come to the office so we 
can photocopy this, and we will add your name to our list of parents who have a current WWC 
check. 
 
Annual Privacy Reminder 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website. 
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for  
parents. This information is also available in nine community languages: 
 
 
 Amharic Sudanese  

Vietnamese Urdu  

Arabic Turkish  

Dari Mandarin  

Somali   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  continued from previous page 
 
Accident Insurance 
The Department of Education does not provide personal accident insurance for students.  
Parents are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, 
including any transport costs.  The Department of Education states that reasonable low-cost  
accident insurance policies are available from the commercial insurance sector. Similarly,  
Department of Education (which includes the school) does not offer replacement of personal 
items which are brought to school and are lost, broken, or stolen. Sentimental or expensive  
belongings and toys, including sports equipment and electronic devices, are normally best left at 
home. 
 
Mobile phones 
Readers of the newsletter would be aware of the introduction of the state-wide policy on Mobile 
Phones in Victorian Government Schools. All students are required to turn off and hand in mobile 
phones to prevent usage during school hours. This also extends to smart watches where the call 
and messaging function can be used as a stand alone feature or connect to the student’s phone. 
 
Devices will be placed in a locked cabinet/cupboard at the start of the day and handed back at 
the end of the day.  
 
School Council has approved our Mobile Phone policy to ensure it is aligned to Department of  
Education directives. A copy of this policy is available on our website. 
 
Please discuss this with your child/ren to assist us in following this policy. We thank you for your 
support in this area. 
 
Hats 
A reminder that hats must be worn in terms one and four.  Sunscreen and sunglasses are also 
highly recommended. 
 
 
Inclement Weather/Heat Policy 
The school operates a heat policy and we keep the children indoors in air conditioned classrooms 
on very hot days where the temperature exceeds 350c or as directed by the Principal.  We have 
also been asked to remind our parent community about the dangers of leaving children in cars on 
very hot days.  
 
 

See you around the school 
 

Robbie Mallett 
Principal 

 
 

Parent and Community Club (PACC) 
   Next meeting Tuesday 13th February at 9:10am in the staffroom 

 
   The PACC extend a warm welcome to our new and existing families.  

   This meeting will be the AGM to elect office bearers for 2024. 
 

Thank you for your support 



 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

Free food for everyone every day 

At Clarinda primary school 

 

Bread—fruit—canned goods 

And much more 

 

Come in and help yourself 

 

Main corridor near uniform  

display 

Library News—Book Club 
 
Scholastics Book Club catalogues have been sent home 
with students.  
Final date to send back orders is February 14th. 
Ria Grivas -  Library Assistant 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have lots and lots of second-hand 
school uniform in all sizes available at 

school for a gold coin donation. 
 

When your passing through the school 
please come in and have a look. 

 
Bargains for everyone! 

 
 

 
LOST PROPERTY 

 

We have lots of lunch 
boxes, drink bottles and 

clothing -  
 

Please stop by and claim 
your treasures! 
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Want to play Netball? 
 
The Under 11's and Under 13's for SEFA 
(South East Fitness Academy) are needing 
extra players. If you are interested, 
please get in touch with Shannen.  
Training is on Tuesdays at Dale's Park,  
1 Washington Drive, Oakleigh South. 
It would be great to have you on board, 
learning to play netball and having fun. 
 
Refer to the below QR code for  
registration or contact Shannen by email 
at sefaregos@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:sefaregos@gmail.com
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S T U D E N T S  O F  T H E  W E E K  

Prep W Skyelar For demonstrating the Golden Rule by listening attentively to others. 

 Oisin For always working hard on learning tasks and putting in his best  
effort. 

Prep Y Nanak For improved independence and organisation in class. 

1/2P Jasmine For completing Level 7 in Clarinda Calculators. 

 Zak For completing his work using neat handwriting. 

1/2M Mia For being a kind and caring friend to all. 

 Abigail For challenging herself in Writing and trying all 3 persuasive prompts. 

1/2K Yogin 
For a great improvement on his persuasive letter and narrative  
writing! 

3/4D Putra For working hard to revise and edit his picture story book, to make it 
sound more interesting. 

3/4T Isla 
For working hard in maths and sharing her reasoning with the class 
when solving problems 

 Alex For working hard and trying his best with his handwriting 

3/4A Mirabelle For working hard in maths and asking for help when you need it 

 Emma C For demonstrating the Golden Rule by treating others the way you 
want them to treat you 

3/4N Jeet For getting 100% on Level 26 in Clarinda Calculators. Well Done! 

 Manasvi For demonstrating resilience by having a go at things that look hard. 

 Ebba For working hard to revise her writing to make it more interesting to 
the reader. 

5/6 B Charlie For your responsibility in SEPEP. Well done! 

 Vanessa 
For making good choices in the classroom and being a considerate 
classmate.  


